The Director in Hong Kong of St. Joseph’s College

18 La Salle Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong Tel: 2337 4796 Fax: 2794 1771

15 May 2020
Dear Chairpersons of Parent Teacher Associations of Lasallian Schools,

| am sure you are all happy and relieved to learn that schools would reopen by
phases from 27 May 2020. | can assure you that the teachers are all eagerly
looking forward to receiving your children and resuming normal teaching and
learning after such a long period of interruption.

The interruption has indeed caused serious problems with normal school life
and activities. One of the casualties is the Hong Kong Lasallian Mission Fund
Annual Raffle for 2020.

We started the first annual raffle within the Lasallian Family in 2014 to support
the various educational and formation programmes run by the De La Salle
Brothers. Through the strong support of the eight schools, the annual raffle is
now an established activity of the Family. It is the primary source of finance for
the Mission Fund and generates about $700,000 every year in the past three
years.

The funds raised are used to support Lasallian formation activities and projects
such as:
e The Asia Pacific Lasallian Educators Congress (for administrators and
teachers)
e The Asia Pacific Lasallian Youth Congress (for young Lasallians)
e The Lasallian Women’s Symposium
e Support of New Brothers coming to Hong Kong
e China Outreach Project run by Brother David Liao
e Religious statues in the schools, especially of St. John Baptist de La Salle
e Publication of Hong Kong Lasallian Family Bulletin, the Gateway.
e QOccasional sponsoring of needy Lasallian schools outside Hong Kong, such
as the Bamboo School in Thailand
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| attach a link to a video which will enable you to have a better understanding of
the work done by the De La Salle Brothers in Hong Kong and the use of the
Mission Fund :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICSWfJLOB4A&feature=emb _title

The annual raffle is usually run around Easter. We had plans to organize the 2020
Raffle along the usual pattern. The school closure due to the corona virus
problem has made this impossible. Given that schools will now reopen later than
we envisaged and schools will be very busy with a lot of outstanding priority
tasks before the end of the school year, we have accepted that we would not be
able to run the raffle for 2019-20. The annual raffle would resume next year,
around Easter 2021.

Cancellation of this year’s raffle will have serious consequences for our finances.
The Family needs the proceeds generated by the annual raffle to maintain the
numerous programmes that we are running. To try to make up for some of the
loss from the raffle income, we would like to appeal for voluntary contributions
from the five Lasallian Alumni Associations and the Parent Teacher Associations
of our eight schools. We are confident that the generous support from the
Alumni Associations and the Parent Teacher Associations would help us greatly
and enable the Family to continue with the work that we have been doing.

Any donation over $100 made to the Hong Kong Lasallian Mission Fund is tax
deductible. Please send donations by crossed cheques, payable to The Hong
Kong Lasallian Mission Fund, and addressed to The Hong Kong Lasallian
Education Council, 18 La Salle Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. You can also deposit
your donation direct into the Mission Fund Account (Hang Seng Bank (Bank Code
024), Account number 294-266200-001) and send us a copy of the bank receipt.
Official receipts will be issued.

With special thanks and best wishes for a happy Feast of Saint La Salle,

T,
W

Bro Patrick Tierney
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